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Your Project Title: Chronically Homeless with a Persistent Mental Illness Expressing Themselves Through 

Art 

Your Project Summary: We have worked with thousands of homeless individuals over the past 30 years 

as both transitional and permanent supportive housing programs and in that time we have found that our 

residents have been traumatized and are living with mental illness. They also lack a safe and appropriate 

means of expression to relieve themselves of this burden. Art Therapy has been a significant outlet for 

residents to constructively and creatively bring meaning to their lives in an individual and social context. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Art therapy is definitely of benefit to the public and the target audience to be served is 

particularly vulnerable.  I appreciated the inclusion of the break down of the population served and the 

investment in arts and cultural professionals.   If possible, include testimonials or feedback results from 

the participants, this was a bit too general.  Please consider including additional artistic disciplines such as 

music and theatre which would help to diversify the art show at the end of the year.  

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This proposal somewhat meets funding criteria. Although this is an  impactful project serving 

the homeless populations, the proposal lacks some specificity of activities.  The proposal spends most of 

the time explaining the impact of Art Therapy in helping the homeless population, but does not go into 

much detail on how that is done, or the steps through the Art Therapy sessions. The organization can't 

assume we know the activities associated with arts therapy as they relate to homeless people. The total 

project budget seems high for the implementation of arts therapy for 100 clients. It may be correct, but 

without specific activities being listed, I can't tell. I wish the proposal would have gotten deeper in 

explaining the Art Therapy activities and process. Nonetheless, the public value is evidently high. For all 

those reasons, it somewhat meets the criteria for CAC funding. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes this application meets the criteria for receiving CAC funding. It supports art-based therapy 

for a specific community in need, outlines the benefits and has a qualified staff to deliver programming. 

The population served is diverse across demographics, and the programming supported by CAC holistically 

enhances self-sufficiency and independence. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. The concept of art therapy for chronically 

homeless community members with other co-morbidities creates great public benefit within the 

organization. The organization also has a long demonstrated history of providing art therapy in the 

community, which will support this project as well. And the incorporation of multiple types of art projects 

and media will bring cultural vibrancy and expression to an often marginalized community. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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Score: No 

Comment: The applicant does not meet the funding criteria. While the project demonstrates 

creative/different methods to address mental illness and/or trauma, the applicant demonstrates neither 

knowledge of its community to drive its work nor a process of reflection that ensures fresh programming 

& continuous improvement. Having provided this program for 15 years, have they learned anything or 

made any changes? Additionally, clarity on both the project goal and community are needed. The 

outcomes given are signals of a larger goal/objective -- what goal could you make whose success would 

be indicated by those measurable outcomes? The defined community are demographics and does not 

demonstrate an understanding of them. How do you work with them to implement the project? How 

do/will you reach your community? Because of these questions, I do not believe the applicant meets the 

funding criteria. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


